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Sir: 

Applicants herewith submit information in the above-identified application 
for consideration by the Examiner. A first Office Action on the merits not having 
been received, applicants submit this information under 37 C.F.R. §1 .97(b)(3). 
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The information is listed on attached Form PTO-1449 and is submitted 
pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §1 .56. A copy of each listed publication is submitted. 
The foreign patent documents listed herewith are accompanied by the English- 
language translations of the abstracts as provided by the Japanese Patent Office. 
These English-language abstracts may be referred to for a statement of relevance 
of the associated documents. The inventors, attorney, and any others 
substantially involved in the preparation or prosecution of this U.S. application are 
only aware of infonnation in the English-language abstracts and graphical 
information in the figures of the references. 

Applicants respectfully request that the listed information be considered by 
the Examiner and made of record in the above-identified application. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees 
associated with this communication, or credit any overpayment, to Deposit 
Account No. 50-0803. A duplicate copy of this authorization is enclosed. 



March 10, 2004 




David C. hopma 
Reg. No. 27,672 



David C. Ripma, Patent Counsel 
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